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"Kunning at the Forefront”

I have recently heard someone raising a guestion
about the meaning of the term “Advanced” in the
institution name RCAST, and there seems to be no
definitive answer to that. The name RCAST was
established nearly 30 years ago, due to the 10
years term limit, RCAST has gone through 3
generations. My interpretation of “Advanced” is
based on my personal experience here in RCAST.
RCAST is and has always been a special place for
me. | first came to Japan in 1998 to join RCAST as
a JSPS foreigner postdoctoral researcher at the
Optical Devices Department, Kikuchi Lab. | was
deeply impressed by the unique system in this
relatively new and dynamic research institution,
providing a research environment where
professors can focus on their research, promoting
interdisciplinary collaboration and
university-industrial partnership. Back in 1998, |
had the honor to experience first-hand, working
with the newly established CASTI to patent a
technology and trying to license the technology to
industrial partners. CASTI was at the forefront of
university technology licensing, and has evolved to
become Tokyo University TLO. In 2002, | had the
honor to join a startup company, Alnair Labs, which

was one of the first RCAST s technology spin-off
companies, again, at the forefront of the
Government’ s policy to create 1000 university
venture companies in 5 years. In 2005, the
company established a joint research center at the
new building of Komaba Open Lab (KOL), a perfect
place for university-industrial joint research. KOL
currently hosts successful university venture
companies such as Peptidream, this again is
running at the forefront.

After operating a university venture company for
more than 10 years, experiencing the challenge of
bringing a small company from the initial seed
stage to a stable and profitable stage, | have
moved on and come back to RCAST again in 2016.
The place where | believe is always running at the
forefront of not just science and technology but of
many other disciplines. | am looking forward to
finding new challenges, seed technologies and
human talents, to contribute to the advancement of
our society.

M EARERISTIHEMA T T 7T+ MNMIBE L TVETD,
http://www.rcast.u-tokyo.ac.jp/
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