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MEG (Magneto-Encephalo-Graphy)
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| am grateful to RCAST for the opportunity to compare, over many
years, the process of innovation in Japan and the US. | came to RCAST
in 1997 to test the hypothesis that Japan' s technical and economic
success is due to smooth cooperation between its companies and
universities. Because | am a physician and biomedical researcher, | was
particularly interested in how biomedical discoveries are developed into

drugs and devices that benefit patients. My publications contain some of

my observations. ‘ ‘ B
AEMTHVEYMEZMAETODHHAN— M- TR T—H

Many changes have occurred since 1997. Japan has demonstrated BESHEOREEBENT) IE. BADOELICHIFTH>
F v —EDRE EFEAR . EEHIBFOMELHERICE
great achievements in basic research. H7R2DEN R HRHFERBER SIS DV TR AT

Ve
Also, the infrastructure for startups has improved, with more funding

for translational research, incubators, etc. In many countries, startups
have proved to be effective at developing creative ideas into competitive
products that satisfy unmet needs. In biomedicine, the evidence that
startups are better than established companies at discovery and early
development of innovative therapies is strong. Startups provide an
alternative career path, often offering researchers opportunities to
pursue novel applications for innovative ideas that they would not be
able to pursue in universities or established companies. However, the
questions remain, ‘Even if the Japan improves its infrastructure for
entrepreneurship, will more people join startups, will more competitive
products from startups emerge?” Progress may still be needed in helping

startups to globalize and educational reforms.
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